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State-of-the-Art Lab Provides Dedicated Space for Optimizing Infrastructure Before Full-Scale Deployment

DALLAS, Sept. 10, 2025 /PRNewswire/ -- Digital Realty (NYSE: DLR), the largest global provider of cloud- and carrier-neutral
data center, colocation, and interconnection solutions, today announced the introduction of its data center innovation lab.
The Digital Realty Innovation Lab (DRIL) offers partners and customers a fully supported, real-world data center testing
environment where they can bring their own workloads or leverage pre-configured infrastructure to validate AI and hybrid cloud-
deployments before scaling.

   

Located within a live colocation data center at Digital Realty's Northern Virginia campus, the DRIL enables existing customers to
configure their new workloads in the lab environment for validation and optimization. New customers can collaborate with Digital
Realty and its partners to replicate a representative architecture – enabling realistic, low-risk testing without impacting production
systems. The DRIL eliminates guesswork by allowing businesses to test performance, optimize configurations, and seamlessly
connect to cloud and network providers via ServiceFabric®, Digital Realty's global interconnection and orchestration platform.

"Innovation isn't optional – it's a competitive requirement in a world where data volumes and AI adoption are accelerating,"
said Chris Sharp, Chief Technology Officer, Digital Realty. "Yet, many enterprises still deploy complex infrastructure without the
ability to test, validate, or optimize in real-world conditions. The DRIL changes that. It provides a live, high-density environment
where customers gain real-time, data-driven insights to fine-tune their deployments before scaling. As hybrid IT, AI, and colocation
strategies converge, the innovation lab is purpose-built to help enterprises stay agile, reduce risk, and move faster - from proof of
concept to production."

Key features of the DRIL include:

High-Density AI and HPC Testing – The DRIL supports AI and high-performance computing (HPC) workloads with
high-density colocation, accommodating workloads up to 150kW per cabinet.
AI Infrastructure Optimization – The ePlus AI Experience Center enables businesses to explore AI-specific power,
cooling, and GPU resource requirements in an environment optimized for AI infrastructure.
Hybrid Cloud Validation – With direct cloud connectivity, enterprises can refine hybrid strategies and seamlessly onboard
with ServiceFabric® through cross connects.
AI Workload Orchestration – The DRIL allows customers to orchestrate AI workloads across Digital Realty's Private AI
Exchange (AIPx), ensuring seamless integration and performance.
Latency Testing Across Locations – Enterprises can test latency scenarios ensuring seamless performance across
multiple locations as well as cloud destinations.

The DRIL partner quotes:

"At AMD, we're committed to enable the world's most advanced computing for every workload, from the cloud to the edge. The
DRIL showcases how AMD EPYC™ processors and AMD Instinct™ accelerators deliver exceptional AI and HPC performance in
a production-grade, high-density powered and liquid cooled environment. Alongside the DRIL, we work directly with enterprise
customers, partners, and the broader ecosystem to accelerate innovation, validate real-world use cases, and help organizations
bring AI-powered solutions to market faster," – Robert Hormuth, Corporate Vice President, Architecture and Strategy, Data
Center Solutions Group, AMD

"AI investment requires complete confidence. The infrastructure supporting AI workloads is too critical to blindly trust without
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testing. Cisco is excited to collaborate with Digital Realty to help customers understand their infrastructure needs by testing on
full-stack Cisco AI Pods. Whether the use case is edge, RAG, training or large-scale inferencing, it is critical to understand the
networking, compute and security demands so customers can trust their AI investments will pay off," – Kevin Wollenweber,
Senior Vice President and General Manager, Data Center and Internet Infrastructure, Cisco

"The DRIL is a showcase for what's possible when intelligent design meets cutting-edge infrastructure. CommScope is proud to
provide the foundational interconnection layer – from fiber and copper trunks to pre-terminated cabling systems – that supports
rapid deployment and scalable performance. The DRIL exemplifies how innovation in physical infrastructure can accelerate hybrid
cloud and AI transformation," – Koen ter Linde, Senior Vice President & President, CommScope CCS

"Through our ongoing collaboration, Lenovo and Digital Realty are helping today's businesses turn high-performance private AI
into powerful outcomes. The DRIL represents a significant leap in addressing the challenges of today's AI-driven and other
performance-intensive workloads across a full range of high-growth industries by offering Lenovo Neptune® liquid-cooling
infrastructure. Together, we're delivering colocation-ready solutions that maximize private AI workloads while meeting advanced
power and cooling requirements, expanding data center capacity and accelerating innovation around the globe," – Scott Tease,
Vice President and General Manager of Infrastructure Solutions Product Group, Lenovo

"Supermicro is excited to collaborate with the DRIL which allows companies to thoroughly test and validate their workloads,
ensuring that their products perform optimally on our most advanced platforms. By leveraging Supermicro servers with the latest
data processing capabilities at the DRIL, it can accelerate time-to-deployment," – Cenly Chen, Chief Growth Officer,
Supermicro

"Digital Realty's Innovation Lab and ServiceFabric® represent a critical step forward in enabling partners and enterprises to test,
validate, and deploy their workloads and operationalize AI at scale. By eliminating the traditional barriers of distance and
latency, Vcinity empowers organizations to access and act on data wherever it resides over ServiceFabric® – without compromise.
As enterprises embrace AI-driven business models, data mobility and real-time accessibility are essential. Our partnership
with Digital Realty ensures customers can seamlessly interconnect compute, data, and applications, globally unlocking new
revenue opportunities across industries accelerating not only the speed of AI deployment, but also the time to value, helping
enterprises realize and monetize their AI investments faster than ever before," – Harry Carr, Chief Executive Officer, Vcinity

"Zenlayer's participation in the DRIL allows us to showcase for our customers AI and next-gen enterprise edge apps with point-
and-click connectivity, hybrid and private cloud compute, and storage solutions. This allows us to help customers streamline
operations today and build a future-proof expansion strategy across APAC, the Middle East, Latin America, and Africa," – Craig
Kaplan, Executive Vice President, Business Growth, Americas and Europe, Zenlayer

The launch of the DRIL builds on the AI Experience Center, which was launched in 2024 with ePlus and Vertiv. This cutting-edge
facility is designed to accelerate the delivery of AI outcomes and optimize AI technologies. The AI Experience Center provides a
dedicated space to explore AI-centric use cases while leveraging cutting-edge AI-focused infrastructure requirements such as
power, cooling, and advanced GPU resources, in addition to exploring cloud, edge, and colocation connectivity requirements of
real-world AI deployments.

"The AI Experience Center has been purpose built to allow enterprises and service providers to explore, validate, and accelerate
their AI initiatives with confidence. The DRIL provides a real-world proving ground that combines ePlus' deep expertise in AI
strategy and infrastructure design with Digital Realty's global colocation and interconnection platform. This provides our customers
with the guidance, scale, and connectivity they need to transform ideas into real-world AI solutions," said Ken Farber, President,
ePlus.

"As AI adoption continues to grow, Digital Realty remains committed to providing the critical infrastructure and resources needed
to support next-generation workloads. Through initiatives like the DRIL and strategic partnerships, Digital Realty is enabling
enterprises to accelerate innovation, optimize performance, and drive a more connected, intelligent digital future,' added Sharp.

Digital Realty's Northern Virginia campus is the primary DRIL location, but enterprises can also test latency scenarios between this
site and other remote locations. This capability allows businesses to refine cloud connectivity with ServiceFabric®, ensuring
optimal performance across multiple sites. Rollout of the DRIL to other global occasions is already in progress, with London being
the next to go live in early 2026.

About Digital Realty
Digital Realty brings companies and data together by delivering the full spectrum of data center, colocation, and interconnection
solutions. PlatformDIGITAL®, the company's global data center platform, provides customers with a secure data meeting place
and a proven Pervasive Datacenter Architecture (PDx®) solution methodology for powering innovation, from cloud and digital
transformation to emerging technologies like artificial intelligence (AI), and efficiently managing Data Gravity challenges. Digital
Realty gives its customers access to the connected data communities that matter to them with a global data center footprint of
300+ facilities in 50+ metros across 25+ countries on six continents. To learn more about Digital Realty, please visit
digitalrealty.com or follow us on LinkedIn and X.
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Investor Relations
Jordan Sadler / Jim Huseby
Digital Realty
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Safe Harbor Statement
This press release contains forward-looking statements which are based on current expectations, forecasts and assumptions that
involve risks and uncertainties that could cause actual outcomes and results to differ materially, including statements related to the
company's partnerships and expected benefits, emerging technologies, artificial intelligence, ServiceFabric®, customer demand
and the company's strategy. For a list and description of risks and uncertainties, see the reports and other filings by the company
with the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission. The company disclaims any intention or obligation to update or revise any
forward-looking statements, whether as a result of new information, future events or otherwise.

 

 View original content to download multimedia:https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/digital-realty-launches-innovation-
lab-to-accelerate-ai-and-hybrid-cloud-implementation-302551280.html

SOURCE Digital Realty Trust

mailto:hcbleasdale@digitalrealty.com
mailto:investorrelations@digitalrealty.com
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/digital-realty-launches-innovation-lab-to-accelerate-ai-and-hybrid-cloud-implementation-302551280.html

